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6 Smart Ways to Use

Al in Your Grant

Writing Process
(without losing credibility)
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At TRUE, we’ve helped mission-driven
leaders secure the funding they need—
with a 95% success rate—and we’'ve
seen firsthand how Al can make the
grant-writing process faster, sharper,
and more effective.
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Using Al for grant writing might sound risky—but when used
strategically, it can be one of your smartest tools. The key is learning
how to use ChatGPT for grant writing without losing your unique voice
or credibility.

Here are six smart ways to use ChatGPT and other Al tools for grant
writing to save time, stay focused, and strengthen your proposals.

f @ II'.'! & YouTube UE true.inc


https://true.inc/

Smart Ways to Use Al In

Every funder has specific goals. Your job is to design a program that meets
those goals while staying aligned with your mission. Al tools like ChatGPT or
Grok can help you brainstorm ideas faster and more strategically.

For example, if you're applying for a grant focused on reducing childhood
trauma, try prompting:

« “Suggest five program ideas to reduce youth trauma, based on this RFP.”
To get stronger results, add more details—your target audience, location, and
funding range. Then refine your prompts:

« “Expand on idea three with outcomes and activities.”

« “Adjust this for a rural community setting.”

*Tip: The best Al grant writers aren’t the tools themselves—it’s the people

\ who know how to prompt them well.

Planning

Al can help you research faster and uncover new opportunities. Tools like
Perplexity or ChatGPT can summarize RFPs, scan open grants, or even
identify potential funders that align with your mission.

Try this:

« “Summarize open grants for trauma-informed programs in California.”
However, always verify Al-generated information. Ask follow-up questions
like:

« “What is the source for this information?”

Use Al to narrow your research—nbut confirm every fact yourself.
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Use Al to Brainstorm Program ldeas \

\ Reliable data is what separates strong proposals from weak ones. /

Your Grant Writing Process

Use Al for Research and Grant \
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Smart Ways to Use Al In
Your Grant Writing Process

Use ChatGPT to Outline Your Grant \
Proposal

One of the most powerful ways to use ChatGPT for nonprofit grant writing
is for outlining. Paste your RFP into ChatGPT and say:

« “Create a grant proposal outline based on these guidelines.”
Then request variations:

« “Give me three outline options that align with this RFP.”
This helps you organize your ideas faster and ensures your proposal mirrors
the funder’s priorities. You can even ask ChatGPT to include supporting
research—but again, double-check the sources before including them.
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Use Al to Build Budgets and \
Supporting Documents

Al can also help you avoid one of the most common grant-writing mistakes
—missing key budget details. Try prompting:
« “Create a sample budget for a $75,000 youth program, including fringe
and indirect costs.
"You'll get a solid draft that includes staff, curriculum, consultants, and
facility overhead. Don't forget to include your fringe or indirect rate (usually
10-15%)

Pro Tip: Always budget for evaluation, reporting, and even grant writing
support. We call this stacking—using one grant to help you secure the
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Smart Ways to Use Al In
Your Grant Writing Process
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Use ChatGPT for Editing and Polishing\

Once your draft is ready, Al can help you refine it.
Try:

« “Shorten this 500-word section to 300 words without losing meaning.”

« “Make this section more formal and persuasive.”
But never skip the human touch. Read your final version out loud. Funders
can immediately spot robotic writing. Replace vague buzzwords like
innovative with clear, specific language that reflects your organization’s heart

and mission. /
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Use Al to Evaluate and Strengthen \
Your Grant Proposal

Before hitting submit, use Al to self-score your proposal. Paste in the grant
scoring matrix and your draft narrative, then ask:
« “Score this proposal based on the matrix and highlight any missing
elements.
"This helps you find weak points before reviewers do. Follow up with:
« “What can | add to strengthen the impact section?”

This kind of self-review can turn a good proposal into a winning one. /
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Smart Ways to Use Al In
Your Grant Writing Process

« Be specific with your prompts.
Vague in, vague out.

E'g\?\-/l t-gl rl)JSs;e « lterate and refine. Don’t accept
the first draft—polish it until it

Al for Grant feels right.

W”tmg _ « Double-check all facts and data.

ResponSIny Al is a helper, not a researcher.

« Keep your voice. The goal is to
sound like you, not a machine.

« Stay ethical. No fake data. No
plagiarism. Ever.

Grok — great for outlining and
editing
Our . ChatGPT - best for brainstorming
Favorite Al BBl octing

Tools for Perplexity — for fast, accurate

G rr'_:mt research

IETES Grammarly & Hemingway, — for
editing and readability
Instrument| — for grant searches
and tracking opportunities
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https://grok.com/
https://chatgpt.com/
https://www.perplexity.ai/
https://www.grammarly.com/
https://hemingwayapp.com/
https://www.instrumentl.com/
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HOW TO USE CHATGPT
FOR GRANT WRITING

FREE GRANT TRAINING
VIDEOS ON

YouTube

@trueinc
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Need Help
Getting Grant-
Ready?

Book a Free Grant
Readiness
Consultation
www.true.inc
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